Youth seek job programs at Mass. Statehouse rally
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BOSTON -- Hundreds of young people converged on Beacon Hill Thursday to demand that funds for youth jobs programs in Massachusetts be kept intact despite the state's budget problems. 

Members of the Youth Jobs Coalition called on the Massachusetts Legislature to include money for summer jobs programs in a supplemental budget for the fiscal year ending July 1, and to support Gov. Deval Patrick's request for $8.4 million for the next fiscal year. 

Patrick told a large gathering of youth inside the Statehouse that he backed their efforts with state government, while also urging them to pressure the business community to provide employment opportunities. He told them they should visit chambers of commerce and other private sector groups to lobby for jobs. 

"Turn and find an adult who can tell you where the business organizations are ... because we are all in this together," Patrick said. 

The governor later told reporters that he wasn't intending to criticize private businesses for not offering job enough opportunities, but was trying to remind the youth that the vast majority of jobs exist in the private sector, rather than the public sector. 

Several of the young people at the rally said getting a job helped them stay out of trouble, stay in school and help their families make ends meet. 

"When I was young, I ran with the wrong crowd," said Anthony Fowler, 14, a freshman at Brockton High School. 

State jobs funding helped him land a job as a summer counselor with the Boys and Girls Club of Brockton, Fowler said, and helped him turn his life in the right direction. 

Jamiah Bailey, 21, of Boston's Dorchester neighborhood, said he now works as a youth mentor at the Bird Street Community Center and is also enrolled in a training program to learn the construction trade. He said he agreed with Patrick's assertion that both the public and private sectors should do more to provide youth jobs. 

(Copyright 2011 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.) 

Governor urges teens to press private sector for jobs

By Kyle Cheney and Matt Murphy 

State House News Service / February 25, 2011    Boston Globe

Although he promised to support youth jobs in the state budget, Governor Deval Patrick told a State House auditorium packed with urban youth yesterday that they should lobby the private sector for employment “When are you going to see the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce? When are you going to see the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce? When are you going to see the Retailers Association of Massachusetts?’’ he thundered, pounding his fist repeatedly on the podium. “When are you going to see the private sector, which is where most people work, where most jobs are, where our economy resides? When are you going to show up there?’’

Patrick directed his remarks to hundreds of attendees at a rally sponsored by the Youth Jobs Coalition. The group is urging lawmakers to support Patrick’s proposal to fund a youth jobs program, YouthWorks, at $8.4 million and a program aimed at placing youth in private sector jobs at $4 million.

Patrick’s budget proposal for fiscal 2012 supports an increase of almost $2 million to both programs, including $8.4 million for YouthWorks, which received an infusion of $4 million in emergency funding last summer to bring its budget to $8 million.

The group also distributed a Northeastern University study issued this month showing that since 1999 teen employment has plummeted in Massachusetts from 54.3 percent, 13th highest in the nation, to 29.8 percent, 25th highest in the nation and the lowest rate since before World War II. Massachusetts’s overall unemployment rate held at 8.2 percent in December, state labor statistics show.

Noting that his comments would probably lead to questions about his tone toward businesses, Patrick said, “Now I know I’m going to hear about this. I know somebody’s going to say I called out the business community. They should write I called out the business community.’’

Several lawmakers in attendance applauded the governor’s comments, including state Senator Dan Wolf, Democrat of Harwich and cochairman of the Labor and Workforce Development Committee. But business groups said concerns about teen employment is as much about public policy as private sector responsibility.

“Teenage jobs should and do normally come from the private sector,’’ said Jon Hurst, president of the Retailers Association of Massachusetts. “What our public policy leaders in Massachusetts have lost track of is that their own policies have killed thousands of teenage jobs.’’

Hurst noted that other states have adopted “teen wage’’ rates, permitting companies to pay below minimum wage to give firms an incentive to hire teens. Minimum wage in Massachusetts is $8 an hour, and it is one of just two states that make retailers pay time-and-a-half on Sundays.[image: image2.png]
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From left, Sophal Hem, Sodany Mau and Tino Hem at St. Stephen’s prior to boarding the bus bound for the jobs rally at the State House in Boston. (Item Photo / Owen O'Rourke) 

Lynn teens rally at State House for summer jobs

By Thor Jourgensen / The Daily Item

LYNN - They call themselves the "Hem Boys" and 16-year-old twins Sophath and Sophal Hem are determined to get jobs this summer to put spending money in their pockets and help support their 17-member extended family.

"Our grandmother and aunt work, but we will try our hardest," said Sophath Hem.

The twins were among nearly 30 Lynn and Gloucester teenagers who joined their peers in Boston Thursday for a State House rally aimed at underscoring the need for tax dollars to fund youth jobs this summer.

The Essex County Community Organization, including the Rev. Jane Gould of St. Stephen's in Lynn, want to boost teen employment by more than 50 from last summer's 500 jobs.

Gould said regional employment statistics suggest this goal, even if it is reached, will mean only one in four teenagers have a job once school empties out for the year.

St. Stephen's employed 16 teens, including Levette Bell, as counselors in its Kids In Community summer program last year. Bell earned $8 an hour working for a month. Bell said the job gave her money to spend on activities with her friends and gave her an alternative to hanging out at home or on local streets. 

"It's something to do so I don't have to get into trouble," Bell said.

Geoff Black counted Kids In Community among his employment opportunities last summer. He earned about $200 a week. The job put spending money in his pocket, but he said other teens must contribute to their family's economic wellbeing.

"Kids have to provide for their house. Jobs keep us off the street," Black said.

ECCO hopes the state Legislature will uphold Gov. Deval Patrick's initial budget commitment to spend $8.4 million on summer youth jobs this year. The organization said $4 million allocated for teen jobs last year was doubled with an emergency appropriation. 

Gould said Mayor Judith Flanagan Kennedy has committed to working with ECCO and urge local business owners to hire youth this summer.

"We have a mayor who is committed to working with us," Gould said.

High school junior Sodany Mau earned $100 a week working in a family member's Florida convenience store last summer. She said the income provided her with spending money and some savings for college and a car.

"Some kids want to sit home," said Sophal Hem, "They say, 'I don't want to work, school's messin' me up already.'"

He focused on practicing for school sports last summer while his brother admitted he spent the summer on the beach and on the couch.

"I started saying, 'I wish I had a summer job.'" 

www.thedailyitemoflynn.com/articles/2011/02/25/news/news05.txt
Teens to rally today in support of funding for jobs programs

By Curt Brown

cbrown@s-t.com
February 24, 2011 12:00 AM   New Bedford Standard Times
NEW BEDFORD — About 40 city teens will join 1,000 youths from across the state at a Beacon Hill rally today in support of continued funding for two youth jobs programs.

Lewis Finfer, director of the Massachusetts Communities Action Network, organizers of the rally, said they are concerned the Legislature may cut funding for the YouthWorks and School to Career Connecting Activities programs because of the state's $1.8 billion budget deficit.

"We're worried and the funding is up in the air," he said. "The state's funding is really key where communities like New Bedford don't have the money for it."

Finfer said Patrick has proposed $8.4 million for YouthWorks, which funds the salaries of teens who work in nonprofit organizations, and $3.5 million for the Connecting Activities program, which funds the salaries of staff people who match teens with private sector jobs.

The proposed budget for Connecting Activities would restore it to its previous level, after it was cut back to $2 million in the last budget cycle. But rally organizers are wary the Legislature might reduce the proposed funding.

"It's so important these kids have work," said Richard Carter, director of SouthCoast Learning. "It keeps kids out of trouble. For such a little amount of money, it has an impact."

Carter said the teens will leave about 10:30 a.m. from New Bedford to join the rally in Boston.

Finfer said the 1,000 teens, who, in addition to New Bedford, are from Brockton, Springfield, Chelsea, Worcester and Newton, will march from Copley Square through downtown Boston to the Statehouse about 12:30 p.m.

They will rally inside Gardner Auditorium, where Patrick is expected to address them, then visit their local lawmakers, according to Finfer.

The two programs serve about 10,000 youths ages 15-17 across the state, according to Finfer.

YouthWorks served 150 teens last year in New Bedford, according to Jean Fox, youth council director for the Greater New Bedford Workforce Investment Board.

She said Connecting Activities has served 500 to 800 teens annually from several SouthCoast high schools for the last 12 years, depending upon funding.

Fox said students from New Bedford, Dartmouth, Wareham, Old Rochester Regional and the Global Charter School have all participated.

The program is a partnership between the New Bedford Area Chamber of Commerce, Bristol Community College and the Workforce Investment Boa

PATRICK CALLS ON TEEN JOB-SEEKERS TO BRING FIGHT TO PRIVATE SECTOR

By Kyle Cheney and Matt Murphy
STATE HOUSE NEWS SERVICE

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, FEB. 24, 2011…..Although he promised to support youth jobs in the state budget, Gov. Deval Patrick told a State House auditorium packed with urban youth Thursday that they should lobby the private sector for employment opportunities.

“When are you going to see the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce? When are you going to see the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce? When are you going to see the Retailers Association of Massachusetts?” he thundered, pounding his fist repeatedly on the podium. “When are you going to see the private sector, which is where most people work, where most jobs are, where our economy resides? When are you going to show up there?”

Patrick directed his remarks to hundreds of attendees at a rally sponsored by the Youth Jobs Coalition. The group is urging lawmakers to support Patrick's proposal to fund a youth jobs program, YouthWorks, at $8.4 million and a program aimed at placing youth in private sector jobs at $4 million.

Patrick’s budget proposal for fiscal 2012 supports an increase of almost $2 million to both programs, including $8.4 million for YouthWorks which received an infusion of $4 million in emergency funding last summer to bring the program’s budget to $8 million.

The group also distributed a Northeastern University study issued this month showing that since 1999 teen employment has plummeted in Massachusetts from 54.3 percent -- 13th-highest in the nation -- to 29.8 percent, 25th-highest in the nation and the lowest rate since before World War II. Massachusetts's overall unemployment rate held at 8.2 percent in December, according to state labor statistics. 

Noting that his comments would likely lead to questions about his tone toward businesses, Patrick said, “Now I know I’m going to hear about this. I know somebody’s going to say I called out the business community. They should write I called out the business community.”

Several lawmakers in attendance applauded the governor’s comments, including Sen. Dan Wolf (D-Harwich), co-chair of the labor and workforce development committee. But business groups said concerns about teen employment as much about public policy as private sector responsibility.

“Teenage jobs should and do normally come from the private sector,” said Jon Hurst, president of the Retailers Association of Massachusetts. “What our public policy leaders in Massachusetts have lost track of is that their own policies have killed thousands of teenage jobs.”

Hurst noted that other states have adopted “teen wage” rates, permitting companies to pay teens slightly below minimum wage to incentivize companies to hire them. Minimum wage in Massachusetts is $8-an-hour. Massachusetts, Hurst added, is one of two states that require retailers to pay time-and-half on Sundays.

“It really is a shame that we have some negative laws that crate disincentives to hire teenagers,” Hurst said.

Offering an example, Hurst described a “family-owned ice cream store” near the New Hampshire border, open six months a year, that depends on teenage labor. He said that even though each of the teenagers had health care coverage provided by their parents, the state levied an $1,100 fine on the company for falling short of requirements in the state’s health care for private businesses to insure a minimum percentage of their workers.

During his remarks, Patrick told the teenagers in attendance to press lawmakers to support funding for their programs, saying the state budget is “getting a little better” than it has been in recent years.

“I’m glad you’re here today, but come back for goodness sakes,” he said. “This won’t work if you just insert yourself one day, if you just organize one day.”

Lawmakers on hand included Sens. Wolf, Sonia Chang-Diaz (D-Jamaica Plain), and Sal DiDomenico (D-Everett), as well as Reps. Jeffrey Sanchez (D-Boston), Carlos Henriquez (D-Boston) and James O’Day (D-Worcester).

The Youth Jobs Coalition is also supporting a bill filed this session by Chang-Diaz and O’Day that would raise the state’s income tax to 5.95 percent, from 5.3 percent. The bill includes significant increases in tax deductions for low and middle-income workers and families that supporters say would prevent any tax increases on those earning less than $62, 000 a year.

“I think it all depends on your point of view. If you’re worried about services being cut then it’s definitely palatable,” O’Day said, when asked if it was the right time to initiate a discussion about tax increases.

Patrick said his presence at the rally was not an indication of his support for any tax increase, and he has previously said this year was not the years to entertain tax increases to support the budget.

“I’m here to day as you know to welcome and thank them and encourage their support of our budget proposal around youth summer jobs and after-school jobs and that’s what my focus is. My focus has not been on the income tax,” Patrick told reporters.

Teenagers attending the rally described difficulties they, their friends and relatives have faced in seeking jobs, and described the importance of youth jobs to preventing violence, providing important skills, and helping support their families with extra income.

“It’s something to do so we don’t’ end up on the street doing nothing,” said Asdrubal Gomez, visiting the State House from Lynn.

Levette Bell of Salem said youth jobs offer teenagers a chance to get “some sort of practice” in various professions to help them be productive later in life.

Demetrio Carrion, also of Lynn, said that with the jobs he’s held he has been “able to help out my mom with all the bills”.

Mass. Teens Rally For Jobs At State House
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BOSTON — Hundreds of teenagers converged on Beacon Hill Thursday afternoon to urge lawmakers to keep funding for youth jobs in the budget.

The teens marched from Copley Square to the State House. There, they heard from Gov. Deval Patrick, who has proposed spending $8.4 million to fund youth jobs in the upcoming fiscal year — $400,000 more than this year.

The governor also urged the teens to put pressure on businesses, which supplied all of his summer jobs growing up.

“All those jobs — from the snow cone machine to the bank job and everything in between — were in the private sector, and that, the private sector has a role to play here in transforming the lives of these young people,” he said.

The governor says it’s up to the teens to let private businesses know they care about and want job opportunities. 

