March 8, 2011

The Honorable Scott Brown

United States Senate

317 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Brown, 

I am writing in strong support of two programs critical to the future of America as you and your colleagues consider both Continuing Resolutions for FY11 budget and the FY12 budget: the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) and the High School Graduation Initiative (HSGI).

As you know, WIA was enacted as bipartisan legislation in 1998 to incorporate the labor needs of business in to the workforce preparation and employment system.  As the US labor market begins its slow turnaround, now is precisely the time to invest in the training and development of all Americans, particularly urban youth who face more barriers to successful entry to the workforce than any other generation.
Jobs for teens have become largely unavailable, due to structural changes in the labor market:  the outsourcing of entry-level jobs, and the higher skills required in the knowledge-based economy.  A recent national study found that teen unemployment reached an all-time high of 25.7% in January 2011, with rates even higher among low-income and minority youth.  A fully-funded WIA system can help better prepare people of all ages for jobs through high-quality, labor market-informed job training and skills preparation.
Highly-skilled workers require a solid education and this must begin with a high school diploma. The High School Graduation Initiative is an innovative and competitive program awarded to only the most effective, sustainable and coordinated dropout prevention and recovery programs in the country. These funds are critical to supporting programs that work, like in Massachusetts – one of two state recipients of HSGI funds – where the dropout rate has decreased from 3.8% to 2.9% since 2005 (a 24% reduction) resulting in almost 3000 fewer dropouts each year.  This success is rooted in the state’s work with schools, districts and community organizations to create policies and structures that work.  HSGI funds are critical to continued progress on dropout recovery across the country.

In order to keep our momentum, I strongly urge you to maintain funding for WIA and HSGI at their current level in FY11 and at the level requested by President Obama in FY12. These funds will allow schools and community programs to continue developing innovative and effective practices, giving struggling youth a second chance. We hope you will give them that second chance.
Sincerely,

