Federal Budget Update and Advocacy tips for workforce and education items
March 10, 2011 (information courtesy of the National Youth Employment Coalition).
On February 11, 2011, the U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations Committee released a comprehensive list of spending cuts included in the Continuing Resolution (CR) bill (H.R. 1).  The House passed that bill, eliminating $61 billion for the rest of FY 2011.  If the spending reductions and terminations are enacted, all funding for the Workforce Investment Act (youth, adult and dislocated worker) and the High School Graduation Initiative, to name two important programs, would be eliminated for Program Year 2011.
 

The good news is that the Senate just voted down the House bill and its own bill, which only cuts $6.5 billion, yesterday.  There is a lot of disagreement over the current CR, which cut $4 billion total.  The current CR keeps the government funded through Friday, March 18, the date upon which it will expire. Many think that the next step will be another temporary bill.  See below for education and workforce program cuts under the original House proposal.
 

President Obama’s FY 2012 budget cuts $33 billion and looks to raise funds through increased taxes.  Overall, education receives an increase, with some consolidations, in his budget.  Workforce programs are level funded and the High School Graduation Initiative is consolidated with the Advanced Placement and Gifted & Talented items into the College Pathways and Accelerated Learning Program.  The current language would allow competitive grants, such as HSGI, to be funded and the overall item is level funding for the three combined programs for fy 2012 ($86 million).  Community Service Block Grants (CSBG) would be cut by $350 million and the Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) would be cut by $300 million.  These grants support ABCD and other CBOs to provide services to at-risk youth.
What You Can Do
Whether your program was eliminated, reduced, or spared in the CR, we encourage you to contact Your Members of Congress to highlight the value and the need for youth programs and to urge them to maintain funding for youth employment, education, and training.   A sample letter is provided behind this update.  The House and Senate will recess next week providing you with an excellent opportunity to invite Members to visit your programs in their home districts. These visits will allow Members to witness firsthand the negative implications the proposed cuts will have on our nation’s most vulnerable if this legislation moves forward in its current form. By following this link and typing in your zip code, you can find the name of your Congressional Member and his or her contact information for offices both in state and in Washington, D.C. 

 
	Program
	FY2010 Enacted
	House CR FY 2011
	Additional Rescission of FY10 Funding

	 
	 
	 
	 

	U.S. Department of Labor
	 
	 
	 

	Training and Employment Services
	$3,828,530,000 
	$221,699,000 
	 

	WIA Grants to States
	$2,969,449,000 
	$0 (effectively eliminates funding available at start of PY2011)
	 

	Adult
	$861,540,000 
	$0 (no July 1 allotment and no advance for FY2012)
	 

	Youth
	$924,069,000 
	$0 (no April 1 allotment)
	 

	Dislocated Workers
	$1,183,840,000 
	$0 (no July 1 allotment and no advance for FY2012)
	$65,000,000 

	Job Corps
	$1,708,000,000 
	$1,017,205,000 
	$300,000,000 

	Youth Build
	$102,500,000 
	$0 
	 

	Re-integration of Ex-Offenders
	$108,493,000 
	$0 
	 

	Green Jobs Innovation Fund
	$40,000,000 
	$0 
	 

	Career Pathways Innovation Fund
	$125,000,000 
	$0 
	 

	U.S. Department of Education
	 
	 
	 

	TRIO
	$910,090,000 
	$821,100,000 
	 

	GEAR-UP
	$323,210,000 
	$303,200,000 
	 

	Pell Grants
	Maximum award per student: $4,860
	Maximum award per student: $4,015
	 

	High School Graduation Initiative
	$50,000,000 
	$0 
	 

	Tech Prep State Grants
	$102,920,000 
	$0 
	 

	State Grants for Incarcerated Youth
	$17,170,000 
	$0 
	 

	Independent Agencies 
	 
	 
	 

	AmeriCorps 
	$367,000,000 
	$0 
	 

	Corporation for National and Community Service
	$1,024,000,000 
	$0 
	 


